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     Chris “Wheels” Wheeler entertained Phillies fans and non-fans alike at the Press 

Club’s Nov. 18 luncheon—his first speaking appearance since his career memoir, “View 

from the Booth,” hit bookshelves in September.

     Wearing a diamond-studded silver World Series ring and available for book signings 

and pictures, Wheeler gave insights that only he could provide after being with the 

Phillies team or “club” for nearly 40 years as publicity person and, now, broadcast 

commentator and announcer.

     “When you go out after a season, you really don’t know where you’re gonna go at the 

time, but I went out after so many brutal seasons…,” Wheeler said, remembering fans’ 

negative opinions of the Phillies and their management. He’s broadcasted with the likes 

of the late Harry Kalas and others, and he’ll be entering his thirty-third season as a 

Phillies broadcaster next year.

     “[I]t’s just so much fun right now to go out and feel all the love in the room,” Wheeler 

said. The crowd erupted into laughter.

     “And I know you’re all going around talking about ‘we’ when you talk about the 

Phillies instead of talking about ‘them,’” he said. Audience members voiced agreement—

at least  one let out a long “Yeah” as if in a cheer. Others, like member Joe Foley, also 

wore pins and ties to show their support.

     They should, for it’s been “a totally remarkable season” with 93 wins this year and the 

Phillies’ odyssey to game six of the Series despite setbacks, including injury and “22 

blown saves.”

     “It’s a game [baseball] that has a feel to it; it has its ups and downs—there’s no 

clock,” Wheeler explained. Referring to shortstop Jimmy Rollins’ game-winning victory 

over Dodgers closer Jonathan Broxton in game 4 of the best-of-seven NL 

championships, which moved the Phillies one win away from the Series, he continued: 

“And some of the most wonderful things in the world can happen to you with two outs 

and two strikes…, and some of the most terrible things can happen to you with two outs 

and two strikes” as when New York Yankees (AL circuit winner) outfielder Johnny 

Damon, with 2 outs, hit a single line drive to left field in the ninth inning. This started a 

3-run rally and led to the eventual Yankee win in game 4 of the Series, putting the team 

within one victory of the Series they ultimately won.
     Wheeler is one of the few people in the Phillies to have been a part of their only two 

1980 and 2008 Series victories and ensuing parades, which were the greatest 

experiences of his life besides his daily routine, which he jokes isn’t “a real job.”

      “It was a sea of red and white; it wasn’t like that in ’80,” said Wheeler. “So, all the 

guys—I remember the looks on the players’ faces. They didn’t know what to expect, and 

I was tryin’ to tell guys I was close to or people around the organization, sayin’, ‘You’re 

not gonna believe what this is like!’”

     “Well, I didn’t even give ‘em half of what it was like. It was just the most fabulous 

thing…..” It must’ve been, since the 2008 parade drew over 2 million people—

 a little more than in 1980, according to www.associatedcontent.com. 

     Born in Darby, Pa., Wheeler, 64, grew up in Newtown Square and graduated from 

Marple Newtown High School, where he said he ended up after leaving Devon Prep--

which didn’t have a team at the time—because he wanted to play baseball.

     “I just loved baseball,” Wheeler said.  “I always just loved the game so much.”

     It’s because of that love of baseball that he could give his opinions of players like 

starter Cole Hamels, who Wheeler said has been unfairly judged due in part to his 

altercation with pitcher Brett Myers, and first baseman Ryan Howard, who’s a home-

run hitter at heart and one of the best players on the team (along with second baseman 

Chase Utley and shortstop Jimmy Rollins) and who’s rekindling a love of baseball for a 

new generation of young people. Recently hired General Manager Ruben Amaro, Jr., 

whom Wheeler knew since childhood, should be given a chance based on his prestigious 

background and his knowledge of contracts, agents, and statistics.  

     Speaking of childhoods, Wheeler dated WCAU-AM radio personality Ed Harvey’s 

daughter, Susan, when he was about 15 years old. Ed got him a job at WCAU-AM radio,

 where Wheeler worked as a news writer and reporter after graduating from Penn State 

in 1967 with a bachelor’s degree in journalism and broadcasting, according to 

www.phillies.com. Wheeler cited this as “the biggest (and luckiest) part” of his career.

     And, what do you know? 

     “He got me the job because I was pretty good in baseball.” 

     And he did pretty good imitations of Manager Charlie Manuel and late Hall of Fame 

center fielder Richie Ashburn, known as “Whitey,” too.

     “[I] really love what I do,” Wheeler said,  “and if you know me, the odds are you’ll 

probably like me, and, if you don’t, what am I gonna do about it?” 

     Phillies memorabilia, including a Chase Utley signed and framed jersey for $550 and 

an autographed Pete Rose bat for $220, were provided by Golf Outing Productions, Inc. 

and auctioned off to benefit the Press Club Serving the Philadelphia Suburbs, which 

sponsored the event held at Penn Oaks Golf Club in West Chester, Pa.

     Jane Pepper, president of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, will delight 

audiences Dec. 16 at Edgmont Country Club in Edgemont, Pa.. Her book, “Jane Pepper's 

Garden,” will be available for purchase and signing.

     For more information on the Press Club luncheon meetings, membership applications 

or general information, visit: www.thepressclubpa.org. 

