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      Dangerous Drinking

     College is a chance at self-discovery, which includes trying new things. Alcohol, 

while nothing new for some students, can be consumed more frequently away from 

parental supervision--with life-changing consequences.
     You can hear about the student who hit his head on College Avenue and died, the 

student who was stabbed to death in a bar or beat up in Calder Alley, the student who 

killed someone in a DUI or hit-and-run, or the student who was raped on any given day in 
University Park.
    And you know drinking's a major problem when the Nittany Lion mascot now faces a 

DUI charge for a blood alcohol content of 0.146, which is well above the legal limit of 

0.08 for someone 21 or older. 
     Additionally, the Oct. 25 riots over the Nittany Lion football team's win against Ohio 

State University represented what Bill Mahon, vice president of university relations, 

called "part of the very visible part of dangerous drinking." Although the arrests had 
nothing to do with drinking, Officer Greg Koehle of the State College Police Department 
says alcohol was a "large contributor, but I don't think it was the actual cause such that it 
was alcohol-fueled."
     Whether alcohol is a main cause or not, campus statistics seem to be getting worse--on

par with national and state-wide data and exacerbated by drinking establishments that 
have operated under one liquor license simply by connecting hallways as well as lax state 

laws and enforcement. Borough licenses--nearly double the allowed amount-- number 23 
instead of 12, according to Nick Hays, Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board spokesman, 
and this environment promotes excessive drinking. 
     Penn State University is located in Centre County whose liquor stores on average sold 

more gallons of alcohol than in the state. Its sales were also increasing, both from 1995 to 

2007, according to the Penn State Public Information. This selling indirectly or directly 
led to more students being admitted to Mount Nittany Medical Center for alcohol-related 
visits at a younger age and drunker than nearly a decade ago. 
     State College borough police saw 11 alcohol-related calls result in medical treatment 
the weekend of the riots out of 319, including alcohol-specific arrests for DUI (8) and 
citations for underage drinking (23) as well as for public drunkenness (19). In the past, 
they've made a majority of the DUI arrests in Centre County--arrests garnering the 

county the third highest rate (1,001) in Pennsylvania two years ago, when State 
College isn't even the third largest city in the state.

     "The stats aren't indicating any big success here," said Mahon, although Penn State 

has been addressing the drinking problem for more than a decade. 

     Thousands of students participate in Late Night Penn State, which is a bunch of social 

activities that are alcohol-free. 

     AlcoholEdu for College, though, is an example of an initiative this year to curb 

college drinking. Funded privately, the required online program educates freshman so 
they can take steps to prevent alcohol misuse and abuse.

     To make drinking go down and stay down in Happy Valley, there needs to be other 

options rather than just education and simply talking about the program through the 
Amethyst Initiative, a program designed to lower the drinking age, or LION, a new plan 
this year that started a day after school where teams visited a couple hundred 

borough residents about alcohol--similar to one implemented by borough police every 
Friday and Saturday, according to Mahon. 
     The end result for all these plans is forgetfulness. Why?
     "You're dealing with a population," said Officer Koehle, "that continually changes."

     In a college town whose alcohol enforcement bureau is about 45 miles away in 
Altoona besides and where there's an exception to state-allotted liquor licenses, power 
needs to be returned to Borough Council to mandate the hiring of police and a drink tax 

as well as restricting any more licenses from other townships that enter the borough as 

they've done in years past regarding how much liquor an individual can purchase and 

at what times.     
     After all, how much of tax money should be going to paying for police protection 

versus patching potholes? This is an exceptional and key problem, and somebody needs 
to pay for it now.           
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