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Velas Tours
an incoming tour operator based in Greece with 34 years experience in both, tours and holidays
velastours.com
Greek Insight
greekinsight.com - greekinsight.gr
Hellenic Foundation
hellenic-foundation.gr
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Former Criminal Prosecutor Elected to Commissioner Post By Kevin Hewston 


Former Criminal Prosecutor Elected to Commissioner Post
By Kevin Hewston 


Mariyana Spyropoulos, a descendent of Kalavryta in southern Greece but a native of Chicago, was sworn in Dec. 7, 2010 as a commissioner of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD) of Greater Chicago.
She will serve a 6-year term as one of nine members on the Board of Commissioners that governs the MWRD and the agency�s operations as an independent governing body for over 5 million residents in Chicago and 125 suburban communities in Cook County, Illinois, which is the second most populous county in the nation (No. 1 by population in Illinois), according to statistics provided by the U.S. Census Bureau and the National Association of Counties, and is one of the most Democratic counties in the United States. With about 5,287,037 people based on current census estimates for July 1, 2009, Cook County is larger than that of 29 individual U.S. states and the combined populations of the seven smallest U.S. states. 
Spyropoulos, a Democrat, is the only attorney on the Board. Receiving her law degree from the John Marshall Law School in Chicago and her MBA from Loyola University of Chicago, Spyropoulos counsels in the areas of real estate, criminal matters and general business practices at her Chicago law firm, Law Offices of Mariyana Spyropoulos & Associates LLC.
“I reached out to as many constituents as I could to get my message across,” she said of her winning the General Election Nov. 2 to become a commissioner. “The fact that I support good government and protection of the environment was helpful in getting endorsements” from the Sierra Club and Illinois League of Conservation Voters to the Illinois Committee for Honest Government, Democracy for America, and Independent Voters of Illinois Independent Precinct Organization (IVI-IPO), among other groups.
Regarding good government, Spyropoulos created a successful initiative to podcast MWRD meetings, “which should be available within the next few months” via podcast at www.mwrd.org She would like to see the addition of an inspector general to the MWRD for more even more government transparency in the coming years.
She has also been endorsed, according to her website, by such organizations as the Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, and Daily Herald—the three major newspapers in Chicago and the only Illinois newspapers to be in the top 100 in the United States by circulation for the six-month period ending Sept. 30, 2010, compiled by the Audit Bureau of Circulations—as well as United Hellenic Voters, the Hellenic American Police Association, and now former (since Republican Dan Rutherford succeeded him Jan. 10, 2011) Illinois State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias, who NEO magazine points out in its March 2010 edition is her cousin. 
NEO magazine profiled Spyropoulos last March upon her placing first out of nine candidates in last February�s primary.
Her ties to the Hellenic-American community run deep. They include having been a member of the Hellenic Bar Association; Hellenic Professional Society; past president of the Hellenic Bar Association at her law school; past president of the Kalavryta Society in Chicago; former board member and legal advisor to ENOSIS, the Federation of Hellenic-American Organizations, in Illinois; and part of the “Plant Your Roots in Greece” Foundation, which the American Hellenic Institute (AHI) and World Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE-USA) sponsors. 
Ted Spyropoulos, AHI chairman and SAE-USA coordinator and president, is her father.
As a kind of legislative body for the MWRD, Mariyana explained in an e-mail to this reporter, the Board approves contracts and finances at the agency and creates policy and procedure for meeting the MWRDs goals. The commission of the 121-year-old sanitation district is to treat waste water for the area it covers, manage storm water, and make its 7 filtration plants around Cook County, which process an average of 1.5 billion gallons a day and for which the MWRD needs to collect taxes, more cost-effective to operate. 
Other issues on the MWRDs agenda include dealing with the Asian carp issue to ensure that this invasive species does not travel to Lake Michigan by working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as well as preventing pharmaceuticals from tainting the water supply in and around Lake Michigan, and, of course, educating the public on water conservation issues.
“The better people are informed as to what is taking place in our water ways as well as what is being disposed of in our water supply,” Spyropoulos said, “the better decisions they can make.”
For more information, please visit: http://mariyana4cleanwater.com/ and http://www.mwrd.org. You can get in touch with Mariyana Spyropoulos by calling (312)-751-5650 or by e-mailing Mariyana.Spyropoulos@mwrd.org, Mariyana.Spyropoulos@mwrdgc.dst.il.us, or spyropouloslaw@sbcglobal.net. 
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St Theodore Greek Orthodox Church, Lanham - Maryland, FEASTDAY DINNER-DANCE
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2011 Academy Award Predictions: Best Director, Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting Actress
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Sues NY/NJ Port Authority About Ground Zero Church
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The tax laws have been amended.
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AHI, AHI Foundation Leaders Meet with Archbishop Demetrios
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IOCC Assists Serbian Orthodox Church Establish Recovery Center for Australia Flood Victims
[image: image38.png]



AHEPA Supportive of Archdiocese, St. Nicholas in Their Suit Against Port Authority
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AXIOS: FIRST GRADUATES OF SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR THE DIACONATE ORDAINED
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2011 Academy Award Predictions: Best Picture, Best Actor, Best Actress
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FEDERATION OF HELLENIC AMERICAN SOCIEITES OF PHILADELPHIA AND GREATER DELAWARE VALLEY P.O. Box 34656, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101
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190th ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE PARADE REVISIONS IN BOLD LINE-UP FOR PARADE
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Penn Researcher Receives $2 million from NIH to Test Macular Degeneration Drug
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REMEMBERING CLIFF
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To Vice-President Joe Biden The White House & Secretary of State Hillary Clinton State Department of USA
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An Evening with Loukoumi Founder and Author Nick Katsoris at St. Paul's Church in Hempstead, N.Y.
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Forum 18 News Service reports on 'Turkey: The fundamental problem and how it might be solved'
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I would like to wish to all the hardworking reporters a blessed New Year 2011 and that the Grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
[image: image49.png]



Destination Greece: still on the world�s travel map
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MALLIOTAKIS FIGHTS TO PROTECT LOCAL SENIOR CENTERS
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MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS & SAVE THE DATE 20th ANNIVERSARY of the HERMES EXPO INTERNATIONAL
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IS THIS, REALLY, MY CHURCH?
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CYPRUS, ISLAND OF LOVE AND… OF NATURAL GAS
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FEAST DAY OF ST THEODORE STRATELATES
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MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS & SAVE THE DATE 
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