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Wiring a surround sound system                                                                                      529 words

      New technology has made possible the adding of external devices like headsets and web 

cams to either hear or see the conversant in real-time, PC to PC.

     Call it “keeping up with the Jonses” or just “materialism,” but installing a surround sound 

system for your college dormitory or apartment is money well spent because the  movie-theater-

quality soundscape enlivens CDs, movies, and computer games.

      David Johnson, a sophomore at DeVry University’s Fort Washington campus majoring in 

electronic and computer technology, always marvels at his two-year-old accomplishment 

as he hears guitar riffs on a Meatloaf CD or his comrades’ shouts in “Medal of Honor II.”  

     “It’s a professional job, too,” he boasts.

     By following eight simple guidelines, you too can have a professional sound system that can 

be enjoyed for years to come! 

Ready Your Equipment

     “The most important step,” Johnson says, “ is to gather tools like wire strippers, wire cutters, 

wire nuts in case you need more extension, and extra speakers and wire.”  

     A wire spool costs $18 and up, depending on room size.  Wire strippers, used in step four, 

leave bare wire exposed below its less-pliable outer coating.  Wire nuts fasten the stripped wires 

together when connecting them to speakers later.  

     PCWorld.com says in their article, “Surround Yourself with PC Sound,” that all one needs 

is a Phillips screwdriver to excise the motherboard screw and insert a new soundcard, which 

costs $50-$200.  External sound processors, such as the Philips Aurilium Sound Processor 

($100) that require only a USB port, cost between $100-$150.   Speakers, complementary to a 

computer’s built-in audio, cost $40-$1,300, depending on number.

Position System Components Correctly

     A “Speaker Positioning and Hook-up” transcript from episode #102 on the DIY Network 

notes that left and right speakers for a TV-based home entertainment system are spaced between 

8-12 feet away from monitor and receiver.  The monitor should, according to PCWorld.com, be a 

flat-screen TV ($500-$5,000)  that “improve[s] on image quality over traditional CRTs by 

reducing glare.”  

     Johnson suggests considering if speakers are to be fixed in the corners of the chosen room.  

These speakers that remain behind and to the sides of the listener are available in setups of 4.1 to 

7.1 that cost $150-$1,300.  But three $40-$150 speakers with a high power rating in watts (also 

depending on  price) can suffice on a tight budget, for one can always add a 0.1 subwoofer and 

up to five additional speakers later.

Leave Enough Wire

     Assure the proper length of wire needed where speakers connect.  “In almost all houses, there 

are outlets for a self-installed surround sound system,” Johnson says. This factor greatly reduces 

the cost of paying someone else to install one.

Connect Speakers to Receiver

     Stripping the ends of the wire tips, twist them together with a wing nut to the stereo or other 

receiver (computer or DVD player).  Repeat steps two through four for additional speakers. 

Hide Wires Under Carpet

     Invited friends or guests will not know if a contractor or average person hooked up the system  

and, in addition, will not trip over loose wires.  

     For general information, visit www.eHow.com, and see www.pcworld.com and 

www.diynetwork.com to explore options in receiver choice and their respective setups. 

