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Editorial: Hit-and-run cover-up

By KEVIN HEWSTON

NEWS of Delaware County

     A story, “Hit-and-run victim dies 15 years later,” that appeared in the April 1 edition of the Delaware County Times sounds just as mysterious as the “white vehicle with a white stripe on its side” or the accident’s occurrence in “the early morning hours of Halloween.”

     Thirty-six-year-old Ridley Park victim Ronald A. Hasiuk, 21 at the time of the hit-and-run on Rte. 352 and Sycamore Mills road, has vanished without a trace. 

     No accident records within five years, according to the Pennsylvania State Police at Media Barracks, and no recognition of Joseph Durham, the investigating trooper. 

     How disappointing to readers or even Hasiuk’s mom, who cries: “That’s the end of this murder investigation? Why not do the innocent and carefree victim/my son justice and punish the lawbreaker!”

     The aforesaid article left loose ends. But the NEWS of Delaware County can do much better.

     Why? Because we know a few things the Delaware County Times doesn’t know. Any sources that may have given us t

From these facts, though, we can only play hunches—those that often lead to quality investigative stories in the paper:

     1) A prominent Delaware County judge or lawyer’s daughter committed the felony.

     Hit-and runs are nice in that the perp can flee and no one could know his or her whereabouts in order to catch them. But the extra baggage of the perp raises the possibilities that a judge or lawyer could have ordered the records destroyed if he accepted money bribes in kind or if his or her re-election/promotion was imminent. Turning the possibilities into probabilities could cost, say, the job of the public official and the education of the daughter—not to mention the public humiliation of them both. But, hey, a public official has a duty to answer to his or her constituents, right?
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