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      It is a pit stop to pick up a quick snack or one of the four newspapers on campus. It is an unloading dock for cars and a playground for skateboarders, bikers, and joggers. But most importantly, it is a meeting place for friends—even on a cold day.

     The rotunda of Redifer Commons stands Pantheon-like as a symmetrical example of order over this irregularity of movement. A large square is enclosed to its north and south by two smaller rectangles, together comprising each window of Louie’s convenience store inside. At each edge thick orange-brick columns alternate with black metal tables beneath overturned mushroom lily pads, their outer leaves wilted into the wind-catching flaps of white umbrellas. As eyes move upward, 20 rectangular windows half the size of their larger counterparts allow light to pass outward on all sides. These parts serve to accentuate the McKean Road rarity that gives Louie’s its slogan: “Take it home from the dome!” 

      Action  around the commons brought the austere building to life.

     The most striking was its entrance from Ewing Hall, where a green Roadrunner bicycle’s back wheel turned to the right as if trying to escape like a wildebeest from mud  but was frozen in time. Across the street, near Beaver Hall’s entrance, an orange and white Mongoose bicycle fell into a mass of black, blue, and purple bikes as if pushed by the wind just minutes before. Groups of male students discussed a motorcycle stunt they’d seen on TV or a favorite restaurant at which they’d eaten. Groups of female students, adorned in fur-frilled boots and hooded jackets, lamented that their professors assigned them too much reading or of new boots with traction control.  A student dressed in a plain black coat and jeans told his buddies he was so hungry after class to his buddies. It was 4 pm, and the whiff of egg rolls was perchance their dinner bell…hours from home but still with its comforts.  

