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Taxes to go up about $82
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By Kevin Hewston

NEWS INTERN

In an 8-0 vote Monday before a scant audience, Garnet Valley School District directors approved the $72,731,666 operating budget for the 2007-08 fiscal year.

Board member George Patti was absent.

The 3.37 percent millage increase the budget calls for is, according to Finance Committee Chairman Edward Plasha, "� one of the lowest in the county."

"We continued to have average increases in our last 10 years," Plasha added, "in the low three percent range."

Residents in the contributing municipality (to the overall budget) of Bethel would now pay $2,560.40 in school taxes on a property assessed at $100,000. Those in Concord Township or Chester Heights would now pay $2,527.00 on the same assessment.

These figures are up $82.80 and $82.50, respectively, from last year.

And so is the budget, by over $7 million.

Besides special education, subsidies, and maintenance costs, some expenditures for this year's budget include:

n Township-directed black traffic signals at intersection of Smithbridge and Station roads for $2,280. Continued...
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n PennDOT-mandated sensors with their associated communication connections for $12,007.

Asphalt resurfacing between the elementary and middle schools for $110,039.27.

Smoothing high school track base for $5,373.02.

Security fence around stadium for $117,641.36.

Walkways, storm water management, water-draining grating outside 4-foot perimeter fence for $25,906.82.

Education of youths at Delaware County Prison, payable to the Delaware County Intermediate Unit, for 4 payments totaling $704, 047.

To get a more complete budget by cost center, residents may pick one up from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays at the Garnet Valley Administration Office at 80 Station Road, Glen Mills, or download it at http://www.garnetvalleyschools.com/. 
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