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The 20th Anniversary
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Velas Tours
an incoming tour operator based in Greece with 34 years experience in both, tours and holidays
velastours.com
Greek Insight
greekinsight.com - greekinsight.gr
Hellenic Foundation
hellenic-foundation.gr

	[image: image28.png]



	


Print Media Manages to Stay Afloat Despite Turbulent Economy Technology and the Web are keys to local success


Print Media Manages to Stay Afloat Despite Turbulent Economy

Technology and the Web are keys to local success

By: Kevin Hewston 



National and local magazines as well as newspapers—which have both dealt with shrinking advertising and circulation revenues as well as soaring newsprint costs—need to find a way of staying competitive and economically viable.

For ten local newspapers and magazines in Delaware County, the “outrageous market of electronic media,” as Executive Editor Andy Hachadorian of the Daily Local News said, is their golden ticket to making this possible since more people are getting their news online, according to Pew Research Center for The People & The Press.

Hachadorian joined five other speakers at the monthly Delaware County Press Club luncheon Feb. 16, 2011 at Generations Restaurant in Media, Pa. to discuss the pros (and some cons) of the digital age.

Since he came to the Daily Local News about 5 years ago, Hachadorian has seen the website move from “regurgitating” what was in the newspaper to posting stories as they happen thanks to the Journal Register Company�s mandate from CEO John Paton to make the company to be “digital first and print last” ( See his blog at: http://jxpaton.wordpress.com/).

“We need to get news to market in real time and not make people wait 12 hours to read about something they know happened in the last ten minutes,” he said.

That executive order has meant newsroom changes: Reporters—all of them—armed with flip cams to shoot video (exceeding about 40,000 videos company-wide), online editors, social media accounts like Twitter and Facebook (also used to post breaking news), and a staggering 60 bloggers.

Hachadorian even has an iPad he uses to update the website from anywhere. Oh, his 12-year-old taught him to use it.

But, for all the changes made, Paton�s command only spells success: page views “skyrocketing” from under 2 million to over 3 million a month with over some 330,000 unique visitors, around 1,600 Twitter followers from only 8 last February, and almost 4,000 Facebook friends.

In short, the internet translates into a greater connection with a traditional print media platform�s audience—a fact almost everyone spoke about.

Senior Editor Tara Behan of the monthly MainLine Today magazine even showed the audience that her publication, among others in the Today Media, Inc. publishing company, is already available on the Apple iPad tablet computer through subscription.

Like Hacadorian, she has bloggers, although there are only five of them. However, unlike her newspaper counterpart, two newsletters go out every week with exclusive stories that may have missed the print deadline. Her magazine also has a partnership with NBC10 whereby Tracy Davidson writes a consumer blog and WMGKs Debbie Calton writes a blog about concerts and interviews musicians.

“It�s nice when their website, they link it back to our website, and then it just gets a lot of cross-promotion there,” Behan said. “So, what we usually do is we….try and cross-promote with people [from whom] we can get something out of the deal.”

Another maverick in the industry is our very own Paul Kotrotsios—a great champion of the Greek-American community since 1987, when he founded the only bilingual ethnic monthly newspaper in the region, which he publishes, called the Hellenic News of America upon graduating from St. Joseph�s University.

Hermes Expo International, which is “the business aspect” of the constantly updated website and a trade show Kotrotsios founded and of which he is president, has been one of North America�s largest business conferences since 1992 for Southeastern European countries like Greece, Eastern Europe, and the Mediterranean. One can either access it via the newspaper�s website or visit www.hermesexpo.com.

“It�s a great thing that this invention brought us very close to the subscribers [and] to the advertisers,” he said.

Amy Winnemore, the Life/ Entertainment editor for the News of Delaware County and also an online one for the Delco News Network for 10 years in October, noted that she began, too, updating the website when the newspaper was either published on Wednesdays or, in fact, “one week late.”

“I�ve gone from thinking it�s a weekly thing online, but to go from a weekly paper, you�re thinking of yourself more as a daily,” she said as she now updates the website “morning, noon, [and] night. In print you�re not competing, but online you are.”

Her updating the website even cut in to a vacation in the Bahamas.

The Delco News Network includes six weekly papers covering most of Delaware County and can be found at: www.delconewsnetwork.com.

Charlie Maurone publishes the black-and-white monthly Ridley News, and has his own “interactive digital program newspaper” just as Keith Murdoch, who is the father of famed media magnate Rupert Murdoch. It�s the digital community of Ridley Park Online, which can be browsed at: www.ridleyparkonline.com.

“We sort of married the news with our photographs—we take some great photographs,” Charlie said. “In fact, I take them myself. But then the Internet came along and people were interested in what happens monthly, they want to know every day; in fact, we let them know the same day” via e-bulletin and the like.

Coming from a slightly different background in advertising but none the less influenced by the internet was Jill Altmann, online sales manager of the Daily Times and the Delco News Network.

“I think that the other side of everything going digital is that the sales staff and the editorial staff at newspapers, which basically have never interacted—if they can help it—have had to interact lately, which, I mean, it�s a good thing,” she said. “If the newsroom…they always have these grandiose ideas that �We should do this and this and this.� As long as the sales department can monetize it, it could happen now.”

“We don�t have to print extra pages for it,” Altmann continued. “We can do whatever we want.”

On April 20, the Press Club will host Fox 29 “Mob Talk” reporter and award-winning Philadelphia Inquirer reporter as well as best-selling and highly-acclaimed author George Anastasia. You also don�t want to miss meeting the new editor of The Philadelphia Inquirer and the new publisher of MainLine Today magazine in May. For details, please visit: www.thepressclubpa.org. 


Print Article
��
Email to a friend

 



[image: image32.png]



Arianna Huffington Media Mogul
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CITY ISSUES FINANCIAL ADVISORY REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS
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NEW JERSEY FEDERATION OF HELLENIC ORGANIZATIONS TO HONOR ANDREAS COMODROMOS AT ITS SECOND ANNUAL BANQUET
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AHI Hosts Annual Congressional Salute to Greek Independence Day Event held in Cooperation with Hellenic Caucus Reaffirms Shared Democratic Ideals
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AHEPA Family Concludes Excursion at Ecumenical Patriarchate Support for Religious Freedom Reaffirmed
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Nestled off West Chester Pike sits one of the jewels of West Chester�s dining scene, Mythos Restaurant.
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Drexel University Greek Studies to host presentation on religious freedom violations, April 27
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Greek and American soccer teams united in Greece Philadelphia Union faced Ergotelis F.C late February in Heraklion 
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Analysis: Europe's Greek debt conundrum
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Dear Hellenes and Philhellenes,
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The Federation of Hellenic Medical Societies of North America Dr. Spyros G.�. Mezitis, MD, PhD President 
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Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund Will Celebrate 20th Anniversary GALA at Marriott Marquis Hotel
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The Metropolis of New Jersey, through the offices of His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos, announces the elevation of Father Costa Christo to Dean of the St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA. 
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Annual AHEPA Family Excursion Commences in Athens Delegation Meets with PM Papandreou, President Papoulias, Ambassador Smith
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New Food Exhibits at Hermes Expo International
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Barrar Gas Station Safety Bill Passes House
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Hermes Expo International & SAE Honor Greek American Educators
[image: image49.png]



GREEK AMERICAN STUDENTS RAISE 2,500 FOR LOCAL ORPHANAGE
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Hermes Expo International & SAE USA Youth Network Seminar a Success
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Aphrodite Daniel, Panos Chrysovergis In a Musical Glendi of Unforgettable Greek Tunes Saturday, May 7, 2011
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Concert Review: Yanni Shines at Radio City Music Hall By: Markos Papadatos, Reporter
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Spirit of �77 Lives on Through Music and Culture
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MALLIOTAKIS CELEBRATES GREEK INDEPENDENCE, HERITAGE Greek legislator speaks about Cyprus, Ecumenical Patriarch, St. Nicholas Church
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Let Freedom Reign New York State Legislature Signs Letter on behalf of Patriarch
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