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PA Primaries

     Young and old descended upon Happy Valley in recent weeks not to root for or 
against football coach Joe Paterno's Nittany Lions, but to see two other giants in a close 
race: former Democratic Party President William Clinton and Sen. Barack Obama (D-
Ill.).

     All eyes focused on Penn State University's University Park (UP), or main, college 
campus at a time unprecedented in its about 150-year history in preparation for an April 
22 election that will determine delegate-representatives, who will select party 
nominations at the Democratic (and Republican) national conventions.     
     "University Park is the culmination of 40,000+ students that represent[s] the entire 
Pennsylvania population," Sean Leonard, president of Penn State Students for Hillary 
[Clinton, wife of the former president] (PS SFH) said. "It's ripe for the picking in terms of 
support."
     The Hillary Clinton field office registered 1,059 Democrats since it opened 
Wednesday, March 19 to the deadline to register oneself with a political party or to 
switch Monday, March 24.
     Canvassing--visiting homes--, "hundreds of calls a day" phone banking, and 
"visibility"--holding signs on street corners in high-traffic areas during peak hours--
comprises the political club's strategy.
     "We're getting the word out there," Leonard, also a Hillary campaign office intern, 
said, "and I've personally found the majority of people in the area very receptive."   

     The Barack Obama field office, on the other hand, registered more than 5,400 students 
as Democrats out of 7,000 Penn State students, according to an announcement made by 
Michael Stewart on the Monday, March 26 meeting at headquarters, which has been the 
home of Penn State Students for Barack Obama (PS SBO) since the campus group 
"exploded into a massive volunteer effort." The field office opened Tuesday, March 18.
     "We stormed campus, stormed off-campus, stormed the apartments; we we're 
everywhere…, Stuart, president of Penn State Students for Barack Obama, said that night 
to well more than 100 people in a crowded back room of the office.
     It was also the night that a volunteer tried to maintain his cool as he transmitted 
"exciting news" over the phone to a potential volunteer of 300 needed: Sen. Barack 
Obama (D-Ill.) was coming to campus Sunday, March 30.
     "I'm not running because of some long-held ambition," said the 46-year-old senator 
and member of the democratic "party of the future." I'm running because of what Dr. 
[Martin] King [ Jr., civil rights leader of the '50s and '60s] called 'the fierce urgency of 
now'." He was met with resounding cheers from over 22,000 people from all walks of 
life.
     In his stump speech that came after an introduction by Penn State quarterback Lydell 
Sargeant and Sen. Robert Casey (D-Pa.), he talked with freshness about common election 
issues of Iraq war, healthcare, education, the economy and global warming (while 
Clinton spoke of things like 100-miles-per-gallon hybrid cars).
      Invigorating the audience with "We are…Penn State" football cheers, pausing to say 
"Love you back" to individuals in the spirit of unity for "black, white, Hispanic, Asian, 
North American, young, old, rich, poor," gays and immigrants, and talking about hope 
and change in a way college students could understand attracted intense support for a 
message unopposed with Hillary Clinton signs as far as this reporter could see, although 
pro-lifers marched outside yellow police-lined lawn and gates of Penn State's Old Main, 
the central administrative building where the "Road to Change" rally was held.
     "Hope is not being blindly optimistic, naïve [or] ignoring the challenges between you 
and what you want to achieve," the senator said, [but]…imagining and then fighting for 
what did not seem possible before."

     "Nothing worthwhile in this country has ever happened that was worthwhile except 
someone somewhere in this country was willing to hope," he said reflecting on the 
Revolutionary War for American independence, the Civil Rights Movement, World War 
II, the Great Depression, labor unions, and Suffrage.  
     "I was very impressed with his stage presence," David Anderson, 19, (sophomore-
journalism) said. "He was able to strike a chord with the audience that Clinton wasn't able 
to and he did it completely without notes or a teleprompter." 

     Switching from Independent to Democrat during the days of voter registration before 

the speech, where "Obama related and spoke to the State College crowd like none other 
that has come to University Park," Anderson still sees hurdles in a "high middle- and 
elder-aged woman population in Pennsylvania who are going to vote for [Hillary] Clinton 
such that "she's going to be the next President Bush--only democrat." 
     Aric Butler, 21, (junior-science), however, was less optimistic than Anderson on 
Obama's speech. "Yes, more Americans need to get a college education. Yes, health care 
is expensive. Yes, the economy's future doesn't look bright,"he said.

     "Instead of dumping more money into the system," he said, "force the system to 
become more efficient."
     Former President William Clinton, 61,  speaking three days before Obama at 
Recreation Hall athletic competition facility, noted his strong economic recovery during 
his first term--one where more than 18 million jobs were created, among other things.               
     He continued that his wife, for whom he campaigned, will surpass his legacy and will 
have plans to create more jobs and "restore America's  leadership for peace and 
prosperity" by investing in alternative energy, fixing the North Atlantic Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), bringing marines home in 60 days, and providing universal health 
care.
     "She [Clinton] sees something and immediately senses how to make it better for other 
people," Clinton said of such things as his wife's efforts to end child abuse, help low-
income Israeli mothers of preschool children, and protect war veterans and 9/11 
firefighters.

     "You need to vote for a president who won't get carried away with being president and 
won't forget what you look like," Clinton told a 7,000-person audience mainly of college 
students anxious to meet the celebrity at the 6,000-seat Bryce Jordan Center, which hosts 
concerts and other large special events.
     Despite shouts of "Obama" and two protesters holding up black-lettered "Do the 
Math" and "It's over" signs who drew attention, one thing rang true: "The [presidential] 
definition is not what will be historic about the candidate, but what kind of historic 
changes will be made in your lives."

     Race and gender aren't important to the presidents of PS SFH and PS SFBO in 
running the country or choosing the next U.S. president, but PS SFBO de facto press 
secretary and officer Edward Sommer says that racial and gender lines have partially 
divided the vote.
     "I'm an education major, so I think school, education and loans are really important," 
Kathleen Czap, a junior who registered democrat to vote at UP when she heard of the 
area's importance to the elections where delegate-representatives will select political 
party nominations.
     Visual arts professor Jerrold Maddox sees the many blue collar workers 10 miles 
outside of Penn State's campus and known by him as an "suburban slum" who would 
likely vote for Clinton. He's an advisor for PS SFO.
     Other organizations, including LGBT Students for Obama, sponsored a Friday, April 
4 meet and greet with senior senator and Democratic Whip Richard Durbin, and are 
hosting an Obama Tailgate April 19. A Women for Hillary discussion was held April 5, a 
debate will be held tonight, Chelsea Clinton, daughter of democratic hopeful Hillary 
Clinton, will speak April 10 and Sen. Patrick Murphy (D-Ill.) will support Obama at 
campus April 11.   
    
     The latest nationally independent Quinnipiac University poll shows Obama at 41 
percent and Democrat Party candidate [Hillary] Clinton down three points to 50 percent 
in Pennsylvania. Behind Obama, she has 1,488 delegates and needs 537 of 2,025 total 
delegates or 26.5 percent to win the nomination while Obama has 1,631 delegates and 
needs 394 or 19.5 percent.

     The Centre County Elections Board confirmed Friday, April 4 that Republicans fall 
behind Democrats in the county, with 36,767 or an almost 400 voter lead in Democratic 
registrations, which Chairwoman for the Centre County Democratic Committee said can 
be attributed to "vast number of enthusiastic [first-time voters] of Penn State students, as 
well as a substantial number of Republicans and Independents switching."
     "Based on current trends," Gregg said, "we have every reason to believe that the 
Democratic lead will continue to grow."      

     "

     "

     "   
