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     A new semester provides student clubs a fresh look at public relations strategies, and the Eastview Nittany Residence Association (ENRA) is no exception.
     "PR could use some revamping," said Vice President Kristen Hoover, 21, (senior-business management), "but…it has been done fairly well in the past." Hoover should know since she was ENRAs PR chair last year, when she first got involved in this four-year-old governing body of mainly upperclassmen from Eastview Terrace and Nittany Apartments.
      According to ENRAs constitution, it's the PR chair's job to advertise events that were controlled by standing committees as recently as 2005. One of those events is THON, during which ENRA successfully raised $4, 214, 748 last year that's noted on its aging website. Hoover promoted this, presumably, and other such events by using listservs in Eastview and Nittany, printing fliers to distribute to Eastview residents via mailboxes and to tape to the doors of various apartments in the Nittany apartment complex and Nittany Hall, and printing large-poster fliers in high traffic areas closer to the event. 
     ENRAs President as of late spring 2007, José Espinal, said the advertising process is still done this way--also seeming to imply that small program size and a lack of mailboxes in Nittany make public relations difficult for ENRA.

     This 21-year-old employee of Accenture, a consulting firm that helps clients better run their businesses, who describes himself as "always on time, hardworking, and very outspoken, [with] many new ideas" wants to combine THON, Blood Drive, and Public Relations into one Activities chair position--an idea he first presented to overseer ARHS at their Monday, Sept. 10 meeting.
     Hoover was among the seven who turned out for ENRAs Thursday, Sept. 20 meeting to suggest an agreement between Supply Chain and Information Systems major Anar  [image: image1.wmf]
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Enshaihan and Environmental Systems Engineering contender Zainab Aidaroos, who was present at ENRAs first meeting when Hoover was elected as vice president by those attending, as states the constitution.
     "The Activity Chair position is expanded from last year," she said in reference to the dual event planning-public relations responsibilities of the position. "But there's nothing that says there can't be co-chairs."
     Newly elected ARHS Liaison Kevin Zhao, 19, (junior-finance/economics) noted the unity both members would bring to the club. The possible future lawyer would help to foster that unity, calling himself "good representation for us" since "I do everything I commit to."
     For example Enshaihan, a New York native, suggested a trip to his state a week before a Dec. 8 ARHS one that might include a Friday night viewing of a Yankees or Mets game. ENRA would like to make another to either Washington, DC or Baltimore this spring. For that Anar is investigating whether to get passes for a congressional tour.
     Twenty-year-old junior Aidaroos, while she doesn't have the "resources" that Anar admittedly does because she hails from the UAE, is interested in planning trips closer to home, such as to Penn's Cave, Hershey, and Six Flags.
     She expressed that interest at the Sept. 20 meeting.

     "I like organizing, I [myself] am really organized, and I can share with the group," Aidaroos said. "I like working with people, and I'm social."

     Sure enough, she, like Anar, was elected unanimously at last Thursday's meeting by the six students attending, which included the elected officials of the then four-member executive committee.
     The committee, which Anar and Zainab joined as of when they were sworn in Sept. 27, includes non-voting member ENRA Advisor and Assistant Director for Housing and Residence Life Conal Carr, but also collegiate officers for the presidency, vice presidency, treasury, secretariat, and (required) ARHS Liaison at present--names all kept by the Center for Student Engagement in 209 HUB.
     Tresurer Kimberly Attardo attended last Thursday's meeting; President José Espinal and Secretary Timothy Kreuser--a regular ENRA member last year-- did not. The latter two, along with Hoover, have been with ENRA since last year.

     The minor obstacles presented by those not present and an incomplete executive board before last Thursday's meeting palled in comparison to the optimism felt by president and advisor.

     Espinal thought the first meeting "went well" and is looking forward to implementing innovative programs and attracting new people to the club. According to him, the USG and Tech Affairs standing committee chairs the website listed are gone. 
     "In the past three years…I've seen the group develop its own organizational culture," Carr said. "The group has its own feel and place on campus, particularly within the halls. The group and its leaders have also developed a repute with administrators on campus and a regular theme for their programming."

     To offer public relations help or to get involved, visit ENRAs office in 114A Brill Hall or attend meetings every Thursday at 7 p.m. in H116 in Brill's lobby.
---------

In other news:

--Circle K, a service-based club that's part of Circle K International, needs help with website design, recruiting, designing fliers for mailboxes, and promotion of larger events while making students feel like "they're in a great hip cutting edge service organization," according to President Ricardo Torres.
--The Spanish Club needs aid in attracting and retaining students for its events, which includes their next meeting on Oct. 2 at 6 p.m. in the HUB and a conversation hour on Oct. 5 at 7 p.m. in the HUB.

Note: I was unsure of the other Activities co-chair's name, though I tried to obtain it by calling the Office of Student Engagement, etc.; turns out we didn't need this for the article anyway (Anar Enshaihan?) Newsletter writing's a different ballgame entirely (less room means more general article) Maybe you could fill in his stats for me on this, the original article. Sorry I couldn't come to the meeting tonight, where I surely would have received the info on the agenda.
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