Kevin Hewston
2/2/07

Senior Profile

     At the end of a busy week, 22-year-old finance major Scott Matchette just wants to de-stress. He sits alone in his apartment-style dorm room in 418 Brill Hall, decorated with multi-colored Christmas lights that hang over his door. His black backpack and green jacket, among crumpled clothes that look like they were worn last week, lay strewn across his bed. Clothes also lay on the ground but have been moved to the corners of his room. Matchette wears a white muscle shirt, jeans shorts, and no socks or shoes.
      "I used to remember numbers in high school, but since I got a cell phone I don't have to."

     Matchette's cool exterior may belie meditation, however. 
     In his quest to become an international banker, he has applied for internships through the Smeal College of Business's Symplicity.com website, and has used MonsterTrak from his computer to schedule interviews.

     Matchette undertook a suit-and-tie interview two weeks ago with Goldman Sachs, a global investment banking and securities firm. "The process took about 21/2 hours," he said disgustfully. "I should hear the result by Wednesday."
     Five minutes before his conversation with this reporter, Machette says was talking to a representative from PPL Corp. about scheduling an interview.
     The utility that provides and sells natural gas and electric power, formerly known as Pennsylvania Power and Light Co. (PP&L Co.) will attend the Spring Career Fair on March 7, from 1-6 p.m.
     Matchette wants to go, too, to discover other internship possibilities and also to hopefully stand out among a sea of candidates.
     Who knows if his endeavors will make him one of the "57 percent of former interns… offered full-time positions by their internship employer," according to the Smeal College of Business. 

     "It's very competitive…," Matchette says. "…especially when you're among 40, 50, or 60 applicants." 
